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Umicore opens catalyst facility in Poland 

Supporting Europe’s aim “Cleaner air for all” 

The materials technology and recycling group Umicore today officially opened its new production plant for 
emission control catalysts in Nowa Ruda, Poland (near Wrocław). The facility allows the company to meet the 
growing demand for automotive catalysts from its customers in Europe, a trend that is supported by tightening 
emission legislation in the European Union.  

With this addition to its European footprint, Umicore complements its existing automotive catalysts production 
facilities in Germany, France and Sweden. The plant, which is located in the special economic zone of 
Wałbrzych, employs around 80 people and works with the newest generation of process technologies.  

Pascal Reymondet, Executive Vice President Catalysis at Umicore, comments: “This investment enables us 
to supply our customers with technologies to meet the most stringent emission legislation and support Europe’s 
aim for ‘cleaner air for all’. It also underscores our ambition to be a clear leader in materials for clean mobility.” 

Umicore’s catalysts enable improvements to air quality by transforming harmful vehicle emissions through 
sophisticated catalytic processes. Umicore has been researching in the automotive catalysts sector for over 
half a century and producing them for over 40 years. Since then its technology has prevented hundreds of 
million tonnes of harmful pollutants from being emitted into the air. 

Note to editors 
Combustion engines intrinsically produce toxic emissions. National and regional authorities impose limits on 
these emissions in order to improve air quality. Vehicle producers typically comply with these limits by installing 
a catalyst in the exhaust system of the vehicle. This transforms toxic emissions into harmless ones. The vast 
majority of passenger cars produced today have such a catalyst system on board and this is more and more 
the case for heavy duty vehicles as well. 
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Umicore profile 
Umicore is a global materials technology and recycling group. It focuses on application areas where its 
expertise in materials science, chemistry and metallurgy makes a real difference. Its activities are organized 
in three business groups: Catalysis, Energy & Surface Technologies and Recycling. Each business group is 
divided into market-focused business units offering materials and solutions that are at the cutting edge of new 
technological developments and essential to everyday life.  

Umicore generates the majority of its revenues and dedicates most of its R&D efforts to clean technologies, 
such as emission control catalysts, materials for rechargeable batteries and recycling. Umicore’s overriding 
goal of sustainable value creation is based on an ambition to develop, produce and recycle materials in a way 
that fulfils its mission: materials for a better life. 

The Umicore Group has industrial operations on all continents and serves a global customer base; it generated 
a turnover of € 10.4 billion (€ 2.6 billion excluding metal) in 2015 and currently employs 10,400 people. 
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